Wheels and Butterflies

Catholic who thinks, though upon different grounds,
that our civilisation may sink into a decadence like
that of Rome. But sometimes belief itself must
be hidden* He was devout; had the Communion
Service by heart; read the Fathers and prayed
much, yet would not press the mysteries of his
faith upon any unwilling man* Had not the early
Christians kept silent about the divinity of Christ ;
should not the missionaries to China ' soften ' it ?
He preached as law commanded ,* a man could
save his soul doubtless in any religion which taught
submission to the Will of God, but only one State
could protect his body ; and how could it protect
his body if rent apart by those cranks and sectaries
mocked in his Tale of a Tub ? Had not French
Huguenots and English Dissenters alike sinned
against the State ? Except at those moments of
great public disturbance, when a man must choose
his creed or his king, let him think his own
thoughts in silence*

What was this liberty bought with so much
silence, and served through all his life with so much
eloquence? 'I should think/ he wrote in the
Discourse, * that the saying, vox populi, vox dei ought
to be understood of the universal bent and current
of a people, not of the bare majority of a few
representatives, which is often procured by little